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THE  CLERGY
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5THE   CLERGY

MEN who had embraced the ecclesiastical profession, and were
known by the generic term of 'clerks' (French, dercs), continued
to form a class that was sharply distinguished from the mass of
the laity. This section of society is the one we know best; almost
all the records of the time - regulations, deeds concerning practical
affairs, chronicles, biographies, sermons, and polemical writings -
were the work of ecclesiastics and have as their principal subject
the business, actions, or ideas of ecclesiastics. But they are very
unevenly distributed, being far rarer for the south and centre than
for the region of the north-east, and far more abundant for the
regular than for the secular clergy,

5STRENGTHENING  OF  THE  AUTHORITY  OF  THE
CLERGY

The movement for reform - that is, for the restoration of order
in the Church-which had begun in the tenth century, was
completed in the twelfth, when new monastic orders were founded
by men whom the Church has elevated to the rank of saints:
St Bruno, the founder of the Carthusian Order, St. Norbert,
founder of the Premonstratensian Order, and St, Bernard, who
founded the abbey of Clairvaux. These monastic bodies were still
established in country places, but were subject to a stricter rule
than that of St, Benedict; they revived the practice of manual
labour, the Premonstratensians and Cistercians cultivated the soil,
and their domains became models of agriculture and cattle-
breeding for France and the surrounding countries. The monks
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